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you are tested for HIV, a specimen will be collected
and checkegfor HIV antibo
HIV antibodies in your bod
been infected with the virus that causes AIDS.

You should e @ware th
antibodigscap be detacted mary ways. Ak wour,
healthcare provider for the | you need to |
make good choices, Some questions @nswered in
this pamphlet are:

What gre HIV and AIDS?

How does someona gat HIV?

How can | avoid becoming infectad 7.,

Why should | get tested?

What is the OraCuick ADVANCE™ Rapid

HIV-1/2 Antibody Test and how is it dona?
+ Whal does a preliminary positive result mean?
+ 'Whal does a negative resuft mean?
+  Whege can | get mose information?

the presence of HIV

# What aré HIV and AIDS?

_HIV i the human immunodeficiency virus, HIV
is the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immunode-
fiziency syndrome). It i possible for & person to

hmmmslmmﬂnm bnﬂ'narryslms
of ilin the body's
ability to mmuamw
AlDS us infections and cance
These them fry sick and can
eveniually kill

'Hﬂ\ﬂ'}’ﬂ get HIV?

HIV spreads th contact with blood, samen,
vaginal fluids, or breast milk from infected people.
Comtact can come from unsafe sex. lkcan also
come from sharing used needlas syringes.
Infected women can pass the virus to their babies
during pregnancy, childbirth, and breast leeding, It
is also possible to become infected with HIV
through a blood transfusion, although this is now
VETY rare.

ynulmu“

eople do not bacome in HIV through
veryday casual con reﬂc;lll'lad."!"m.I at school,
ork, home, or an [ _tm‘vlrus is not
pread from contact with , Saliva, or a
asual kiss from an infected n (deep, or
=rench” kissing is not advised). can people
acome infected from contact with forks, cups,
clothes, phones, toilet seats, or other things used
by somecne who is infected with HIV. Peopledo not
nfected from eating food prepared by an
person. People have not become

with HIV through Insect bites.

can | avoid becoming infected?
The best way to avoid geting HIV is to avoid

" activities that would aliow the virus o be passed 1o

you. By following these suggestions, you will lower
your risk.of getting HIV,
.

| The only way 10 avoid senxual expasure 10 HIV
g to have sex with an uninfected partner of

o abstain,

« If you are not certain that your sex parinaer is

uninfected, you uld use a latex condom
cormectly every u have sex.
+ Do not share nes Of Syringes,

# Why should | get tested?

You cannat generally tell by looking at someone
whether he or she has an HIV infection; A person
can be infacted with HIV and not know it. The
virus may take time to show its effects. A person
can have HIV for ten years or more belore the
symptoms of AIDS appear. The only way 1o be
confident that you are not infected is 1o get an
HIV test.

It ks important to find out if you are infected with HIV
20 that you do not infect someona else. If you know
wou arg infectad with HIV, you can avoid any activity
that may pass it on.

It is also important 1o
HIV so that you can
There are medicines that
even though you are infect

out If you are infected with

ve good medical care.
you heathy
HIV wirus.
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